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Synopsis

You might be standing by the bedside of an ill or dying family member, facing agonizing moral and
medical choices. Or you may be struggling with a disability, asking questions that seem to have no
answers. Where can you find practical encouragement and realistic perspective to help you make
the best decisions? Joni Eareckson Tada, herself a quadriplegic, helps you and your family tackle
the hard questions about death, illness, and suffering, such as: - Is it ever right to choose death,
either for yourself or a suffering loved one? - How can | make the best decisions in a medical crisis?
- Where is God in the unanswerable questions? - Are our rights being protected? Stories of real
people who have faced life-and-death decisions, practical suggestions for coping in crisis, and
scriptural insight on the meaning of life help you find hope and answers in difficult situations. From
the legal facts to the human factor, Joni brings a unique perspective to what makes life worth living
and how to make health care choices with dignity, wisdom, and compassion. The Life and Death
Dilemma, written with families’ needs in mind, offers help and insight for those who are disabled,
dying, or terminally ill. Complete with practical questions at the end of each chapter and full of
relevant case studies, it offers help and guidance through one of the toughest issues families must

face.
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Customer Reviews

You might be standing by the bedside of an ill or dying family member, facing agonizing moral and
medical choices. Or you may be struggling with a disability, asking questions that seem to have no

answers. Where can you find practical encouragement and realistic perspective to help you make



the best decisions? Joni Eareckson Tada, herself a quadriplegic, helps you and your family tackle
the hard questions about death, illness, and suffering, such as: - Is it ever right to choose death,
either for yourself or a suffering loved one? - How can | make the best decisions in a medical crisis?
- Where is God in the unanswerable questions? - Are our rights being protected? Stories of real
people who have faced life-and-death decisions, practical suggestions for coping in crisis, and
scriptural insight on the meaning of life help you find hope and answers in difficult situations. From
the legal facts to the human factor, Joni brings a unique perspective to what makes life worth living
and how to make health care choices with dignity, wisdom, and compassion. The Life and Death
Dilemma, written with families’ needs in mind, offers help and insight for those who are disabled,
dying, or terminally ill. Complete with practical questions at the end of each chapter and full of
relevant case studies, it offers help and guidance through one of the toughest issues families must

face.

Joni Eareckson Tada is CEO of Joni and Friends, an organization that accelerates Christian
outreach in the disability community. Joni and Friends provides practical support and spiritual help
to special-needs families worldwide, and equips thousands of churches in developing disability
ministry. Joni is the author of numerous bestselling books, including When God Weeps, Diamonds
in the Dust, A Step Further, winner of the Gold Medallion Award, and her latest A Spectacle of
Glory. Joni and her husband, Ken, have been married for 35 years. For more information on Joni

and Friends, visit www.joniandfriends.org

This book is important because it gives a Biblical perspective to the subjects of death and
disabilities. Life is precious, and we need to equip ourselves with knowledge of life and death and

disability issues. I'm very grateful for Joni and what she has to teach us.

The topic is necessary to read about, but this book never gets very specific.

This is a Very good book. It Gives an encouraging solution to these deep problems that don’t have

easy answers, and it is written by a person that has been there.

Has your family ever wrestled with a life and death crisis? Have you ever been forced to
wonder:"Are we prolonging Grandpa'’s life, or just causing him pain, or should we ’let him go?"""The

doctors say she has no chance of coming out of this coma. She is only a child! Do we keep her alive



any longer?""He says he refuses to be a burden on us, he feels like he would be taking something
away from someone who needs it more. He says he will kill himself first."These plain, flat words do
not carry the distress of such a time, not at all. On the inside of the crisis we might feel no one
understands our private pian, on the outside looking in we might feel that these are all private crises,
with private choices to be made.Joni reminds us "These crises are not private. While straining to
cope with their own pain, people are learning that they are part of a confusing debate in society over
medical issues ranging from physician-assisted suicide to rationed health care...The pain and
confusion expressed by people in crisis has made it fashionable to (and compassionate according
to some) to talk about a simple yet deadly solution: Give it up. It's not worth the pain."l have felt
since | first met her books that Joni was the woman to talk about life, death and
suicide/euthanasia.She knew the desperation of daily pain- let her tell you about it! "I had absolutely
no idea of how | could find purpose in just existing day after day- waking, eating, watching tv,
sleeping. Why on earth should a person be forced to live out such a dreary existence? How | prayed
for some accident or miracle to kill me. The mental and spiritual anguish was as unbearable as the
physical torture." What if it is not a loved one you are watching- what if it is you? How do you answer
these questions- of meaning, of the value of life, or personhood. How do you refute the lie that
function determines value in a society where human life is increasingly cheapened?"The questions
seem impossible. How could there be any answers? How am | supposed to know what to do? You
don’t." Where shall we go for true answers to these questions? Joni continues, "But God does...| am
convinced of this logic because of what God has promised. In Christ, He says, "Are hidden all
treasures of wisdom and knowledge."lt is very easy to plead ignorance when faced with an
impersonal voting ballot on which we are asked yea or nay to euthanasia and assisted suicide, and
say "It's none of my business- they want to die it is their right-it does not affect me!"But we are
deceived if we think so. Their death by assisted suicide/euthanasia will affect us. As Joni points out-
the logical end of euthanasia is sheer terror, and what we write into law now will affect the next
generation of disabled people who will be pressured into taking the "safe and legal" option we gave
them. This is part of the fundamental truth of euthanasia- it is sold to us as the right to die- and all
too soon becomes the duty to die for the good of society. Die- you are taking up a bed. Die, you are
using up rationed health care. Die, you no longer serve the state. Whether you are the child of an
elderly father who is afraid he is "taking up room", or a desperate young person who says "It is my
choice-" it isn’t yours alone.Your choice matters to others- even people you don’t think care would
be devastated. There is somebody who cares.Your Choice Matters to God. The One who gave your

your Life and sustains it. Your choice matters to the enemy. The whisper in your ear to take your



life? That comes form the one who wishes you would be murdered. Your enemy has been a
murderer from the beginning. Joni explains these points in her logical, compassionate way,
explaining the stories of people who chose to die and those who fought to live. | recommend this
book for anyone interested in a response to assisted suicide/euthanasia. Joni has filled her book
with her own testimony, stories from friends and family, and scholarly research about euthanasia

and suicide. | was blessed to receive The Life and Death Dilemma for a review from Zondervan.

just fine, good quality with low price. | received this product on time and in very safe packaging.
Cutting a watermelon was the first opportunity to use it.It sliced through the whole melon easier than
any product I've owned before. Can’t beat that. I’'m happy. my company need it , professional
service.
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